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IN MEMORY OF PROFESSOR FIONA DENISON  

Professor of Translational Obstetrics, Director of the Edinburgh Tommy’s Centre, MRC Centre for 
Reproductive Health, University of Edinburgh and Honorary Consultant Obstetrician at NHS Lothian 

Fiona very sadly passed away on Saturday 8th January 2022. 

 

Fiona you will be missed, your infectious smile and enthusiasm has 
touched everyone who ever met you! 

The NRS Reproductive Health & Childbirth Speciality will miss you. 

This newsletter is a tribute to you. 
 

You will always be remembered! 
 

 

Research interests 
Fiona was a leading clinical academic and researcher and was committed to translating research into clinical 

practice. The main focus of her research was maternal and fetal health. 
She was particularly interested in the use of healthcare 
technologies to improve outcomes for mothers and their babies 
and collaborated closely with engineers and designers to create 
innovative health devices and systems.  
She designed the Easily Adjustable Submersible Illuminated 
(EASI) Birth Mirror. This illuminated, hand held, adjustable 
waterproof mirror was designed to make water births safer and 
easier for mothers and midwifes.  
The Birth Mirror received six national awards for innovation 
including the Converge Challenge, KickStart Digital Entrepreneur 
Award (2017), which recognises internet entrepreneurialism and 
online marketing skills.  

Fiona was also the Clinical Lead for The Medical Device Manufacturing Centre, which provides multidisciplinary expert advice to 
small and medium size companies, to assist in the translation of medical device concepts crucial for the clinical care of patients. 

 

Tommy’s Centre for Maternal and Fetal 
Health 10th Anniversary Celebration 
Providing specialist care for women with 
complications caused by obesity and 
other stress factors during pregnancy. 

 

Fiona with her Birth 
Mirror, NHS Lothian 

Birth Centre 

 

Converge Challenge 
Award 

Fiona (7th from the right) with the rest of her 

Tommy’s team 



 

 

Global health research programme 

Fiona led a programme aiming to reduce maternal and offspring outcomes for morbidity and mortality in low and middle 
income countries. She had several studies in Uganda focused on capacity building research and translational expertise in 
technologies and healthcare to improve maternal and offspring outcomes.  
She was also leading a study to explore the feasibility of delivering developmental care to preterm neonates with partners 
in Uganda and Malawi. 

 

 
 
 
 

Workshop on developmental care for preterm 
babies in Kampala, Uganda, October 2019 

 

Technologies for Global Health workshop 
in Kampala, Uganda, June 2019 

 

Fiona was gifted in many ways, 
an accomplished musician, played 

the flute and more recently a 
discovered talent for painting. 

Our thoughts are with her family 
and friends. 

 

 


